NATURE  IN  GREEK POETRY

'Blasts blowing from Strymon, staying them in idle-
ness, starving them, wearing men out in bad anchorage
and preying on ships and tackling, doubling the
lapse of time, and withering the flower of the Argives.'
In the Antigone a furious squall plays a dramatic
part, and enables the heroine to visit the body of
Polynices. The Watchman describes it as ca
trouble in the heavens,' filling the plain, rending the
foliage of the trees, and choking the sky :
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Homer makes use of the winds for illustration,
but in few instances are such similes confined to land
scenes. The Greek assembly heaves like a field of
corn bending its ears before the blast of the west
wind (//., ii. 144-49). Homer stops short at move-
ment, but in a similar figure Silius Italicus notes the
glistening of the waving crop :

Hue atque hue it summa seges, nutansque vicissim
Alterno lente motu incurvata nitescit.

(ix. 360 ff.)

Tennyson goes one step further :

c A light wind blew from the gates of the sun,
And waves of shadow went over the wheat.3

(The Poet's Song.)

The Greek ranks are white with dust as a threshing-
floor at winnowing time becomes white with chaff
(II., v. 499-505). The opposing hosts are like con-
flicting winds whirling on high a great cloud of dust
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